Come Down Off the Fence

We’ve been spending some time and study on lessons from God’s word dealing with the love of God.

I. The Believer Faces Two Realities


A. Acts 11:13-14 - one is either saved or lost



1. Matthew 25:32-33 - sheep or goats



2. John 5:28-29 - resurrection of life or judgment 


B. Hard for the sinner to deal with, turns many away



1. 1 John 1:5,8 - hard for Christians to deal with also


C. So we turn to obedience as the key, “just obey”



1. Matthew 7:21, Hebrews 5:9, Philippians 2:12



2. Except, Ephesians 2:8-9 - defeats this idea




a. not saved by our works, i.e. obedience



3. Conclusion? hope I’m saved, hope for the best...




a. say words, but lack confidence, conviction


D. We all tend to sit on the fence...



1. Alien sinner doesn’t want to be lost, isn’t saved



2. Xian sinner can’t believe he’s saved, still sins

II. So How Can We Get to Romans 8:38-39?

A. I John 1: 5-2:1a - deals with personal responsibility



1. 2:1- When we enter re’ship with Jesus...




a. 2:3 - we keep his commandments




b. 2:5 - we keep his word




c. 2:6 - we walk/live as he lived, Luke 6:40



2. 3:1ff- John begins to demonstrate love in the mix




a. love of God, for God, for brothers, real love



3. 3:19-20 - God knows us better than we know selves




a. we CAN have confidence even in weakeness





1) 2 Timothy 2:19 - The Lord knows His own





2) Heb. 4:16 - We can get help when we need it



4. 3:21-24 - We do the things that are pleasing....




a. our heart is assured, He hears our prayers

III. So, Come Down off the Fence

A. 2 Cor. 5:21 - Christian is not defined by his sin



1. Xian is defined by God’s righteousness, Rom. 8:1-2


B. The world tries to be worthy of God, earn the way



1. 2 Cor. 3:17-18 - We are being transformed, different



2. Being brought to Romans 8:35-37



3. Christian can hop off the fence into confidence


C. Alien sinner can now see mercy, forgiveness, grace


D. Face the reality of eternity w/a loving Father who




who takes you by the hand.
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