Last But Not Least
Studying Col. brings us to the conclusion that we are complete in Christ, 1:28, filled, 2:9. Does this mean we are duplicates? Does maturity mean sameness? Pacers - 15 men to put 5 on floor. Colts - active roster, injured reserve, & practice squad includes 77 men to field 11. All are not the same, but needed. Sometimes game decided by a strong bench.

I. 4:7-9, Some Were Messengers
	A. Tychicus - beloved brother, f’ful minister, fellow servant
		1. Acts 20:4 - accompanied Paul, also Tit. 3:12; 2 Tim. 4:12
		2. Eph. 6:21-22 same as Col. 4:7-8 - a messenger
		3. 2 Cor. 8:23 - might have been a messenger of churches
	B. 4:9, Onesimus - Philemon 10 - Paul’s prison child
		1. from Colossae, faithful & beloved messenger
	C. Traits? consistent & faithful, dependable, tested & proven
		1. Similar to deacon’s traits? Examples for all

II. 4:10-11, Some Were Comforters
	A. 4:10, Aristarchus - fellow prisoner, and more...
		1. Acts 19:29; 20:4 - Paul’s fellow traveler
		2. Acts 27:2- sailed to Rome w/Paul, now sending greetings
		3. definitely a faithful traveling companion
	B. 4:10, Mark - author, Barnabus’ nephew
		1. Acts 12:12 - church met in his mother’s house
		2. Acts 13:1-13 - started w/P&B, then turned back
		3. Acts 15:36-41 - later a bone of contention between P&B
		4. 2 Tim. 4:11- eventually proved to be “useful” to Paul
		5. here listed among men who have been a “comfort”


	C. 4:11, Jesus, called Justus - a jew, fellow worker, a comfort
		1. sometimes wrestle w/wanting to serve God, not just wor.
		2. “comforting” other workers is a valuable task
		3. Nobody produces his best without encouragement
		4. Barnabas - Acts 4:36, encouraged church, Paul, Mark

III. 4:12-13, The Prayer Warrior (not just a denom. concept)
	A. Epaphras - 1:7-8 - started Col. church, cared deeply
		1. Phm. 23 - now a fellow prisoner... what could he do?
	B. He prayed always, struggling, personally, with a goal
		1. same model as Jesus, or Paul, or Daniel, or David

IV. 4:14, The Men of Contrast
	A. Luke - fellow traveler - Acts 16:10; 20:5; 27:1, luke/Acts
		1. in volume he was chosen to write over half of NT
		2. 2 Tim. 4:11 - faithful to Paul till the end
	B. Demas - fellow laborer at this time, 
		1. 2 Tim. 4:10 - later forsook Paul for the world, Rev. 2:10

V. The Need Today is for a Strong Bench
	A. Paul could not have done it without support/encouragement
		1. messengers, comforters, prayer warriors, servants
		2. v. 15 - some opened their home to the church
	B. 4:17 - whatever our task, the words to Archippus are valid
		1. Philippians 4:13, 19	
	C. Where are you as the game goes on??
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