Col. 4:2-6             3 Essentials for Living

Paul, led by the Spirit, writes to brethren he had not met, about the Christ: exalted, first-born in preeminence, head and Creator. Then about resisting the philosophies and false knowledge of men, and renewing self. Winds down w/important exhortations.

I. Col. 4:2-4 - Continue in Prayer


A. “Devoted” prayer - a common theme



1.  Romans 12:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; Luke 18:1



2. Many examples... Psalm 55:16-17 - David




a. Dan. 6:10- Daniel; Col. 1:9 - Paul; Col. 4:12 - Epaphras



3. Too many only pray “crisis” prayers


B. “Watchful” prayer (keeping alert, NAS) - also common



1. Matthew 26:41; Ephesians 6:18; 1 Peter 4:7



2. Watchful for Satan, temptations, brethren, Christ’s glory


C. “Thankful” prayer - Thanks mentioned 6x’s in Colossians



1. Romans 1:21 - ingratitude is serious first step



2. Philippians 4:6 - should accompany every request


D. “Purposeful” prayer - specific, naming names, goals



1. Col. 4:3-4 - for Paul, open door, may speak, clear



2. Romans 15:30-32 - deliverance from Jews, accpt. service



3. Ephesians 6:19-20 - boldness to speak


E. Right kind of prayer is devot., watch., thankful, purposeful

II. 2nd Essential? Col. 4:5 - Walk in Wisdom


A. Mind how we live, conduct ourselves, example, influence



1. 1 Peter 3:1-2 - it obviously can work, or not



2. John 13:35 - can show us as disciples, or not



3. John 17:20-21 - can show attractive unity, or not


B. Ephesians 5:15-17 - need to walk wisely for time’s sake



1. time passes quickly, quicker for some than for others

III. 3rd Important Essential? Col. 4:6 - Speak with Grace


A. Power of the tongue is awesome, not always good...



1. James 3:2 - easy to err, 3:5 - able to do great things



2. 3:6 - can change the course of life, 3:8 - untamable 



3. 3:10 - able to both bless and curse


B. Clear directions/goals to careful speech, tied to Col. 4:5



1. Directed to have a good flavor to our speech




a. criticism, nit-picking, grumbling - Philippians 2:14



2. Wisdom here seen, especially toward outsiders




a. Are we making most of our opportunities?


B. Ephesians 4:29 - importance seen in repeated warning

IV. Three Simple Essentials Paul/HS Thought Important


A. Our Prayer life can be rich and different


B. Our walk can be noted for its wisdom


C. Our speech can be known for its encouragement
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II. 2nd Essential? Col. 4:5 - Walk in ___________________


A. Mind how we live, conduct ourselves, example, influence
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