Colossians Part 5– 2:4-23

5 Warnings About Our Surroundings


The language of Paul in 2:4 looks back to comments about struggling for them, wanting them encouraged, knit together in love, and knowledgeable of Christ Himself (1:13-20). Apostle warns the Christians (and us) of…

I. 2:4 - Delusion by Persuasive Argument


A. Same warning as to Rome, Romans 16:17-18



1. tied to factious men, division, deceiving hearts


B. Same language as 1 Cor. 2:4 - NOT used by Paul


C. 3 things assist in defeating this…



1. TRUTH - Eph. 4:14 - purpose of the word is to 





stop this; not children, tossed, or deceived 



2. v. 5 - good discipline (order)



3. and stability of faith (steadfastness)

II. 2:8 - Captivity by Men’s Trad., Wrdly Prncpls


A. This is the philosophy condemned, not all


B. “Tradition” is not evil - 2 Thess. 2:15; 3:6



1. Matthew 21:23-27 - The test is “origination”


C. Wrldly prncpls originate in world & deny Christ



1. Term “captive” implies kidnapping, spoiling



2. captive to idolatry, humanism, evolution, etc.


D. Going to miss out this way - v.9-15

III. 2:16 - Human “Shadow” Judges


A. Items here are leftovers from the Law, could add



1. lighting candles, In. music, special clothing, 



2. 7th day observ., circumcis., fasting, priesthood


B. 2 Tim. 2:15 - encourages handling aright the word



1. v.14 - certificate of debt nailed to cross



2. Heb.7:12; 8:7 - Observance is NOT sign of devo.

IV. 2:18 - ”Supposed” Spirituality

 
A. (humility) - self abasement – fasting?



1. celibacy, monkhood, cutting nailing beatings


B. Angel worship, Visions (inflated w/out cause)


C. All the above may SEEM spiritual, just like..



1. forced devotions, sac. for lent, tongue spking



2. “burden’s” from God, dreams, feelings


D. Don’t be defrauded!   Titus 3:5-6

V. 2:20-22 - Decrees of Men


A. Are there things we should not touch?    Poison!

B. Are there good things not to touch?      1 Cor. 7:1

C. How shall we know what he speaks of here?



1. v. 22 - spkng of mens’ commands, Mk. 7:6b-9


D. Romans 14:2-3, 5-6, 1 Cor. 8:4&7



1. Sometimes it’s based on a misunderstanding




a. 1 Cor. 7:39, 1 Cor. 11:1-15, 1 Cor. 14:34

VI. V.12-14 - Rather than above, Christ is needed
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