Colossians Part 4– 1:24ff

Paul’s Relationship to the Church


One woman desired baptism, had all the answers, but wanted to stay in her denom. Wasn’t going to have a relationship with the church. Others statements not so obvious but similar– Not necc., erratic, uninvolved, a safety net, etc. What can we learn of Paul’s relationship?

I. 1:24– Paul Suffered For the Church


A. No distinction between head and body,


B. Was REAL suffering, unsurprising, Acts 9:16



1. Cor.11:23-28 – the middle,  2 Tim.4:6

C. What a difference between Paul and those…



1. ..who use church for f’ships, fam., spoonfeed.

II. 1:24- Paul Rejoiced in his Sufferings


A. He kept a good attitude, like others Acts 5:40-42



1. rejoiced in the opportunity not the pain


B. Phil.1:3-4-good attitude in prison



1. Phil.1:18-w/enemies \ Phil.3:8-looking back


C. Technique is looking thru suffering to the goal



1. 1 Peter 3:18 , Paul’s goal? V.28-29



2. What is our goal in relation to the church?




a. Is it shown in our attitude

III. 1:25– Paul Ministered to the Church


A. Had a stewardship / responsibility / debt



1. other versions-dispensation, office, (a work?)


B. How did Paul ‘serve’ the churches?



1. 2 Cor.11:28-29-was concerned for all



2. 1 Cor.5:3-5-led them in hard decisions



3. 1 Cor.12:21-mourned over impenitence



4. 1 Cor.13:10-severe in rebuke, but...



5. 1 Cor.12:19-built them up with teaching



6. Gal.3:3-reminded  Eph.1:15-16-commended



7. Ax 20:27-kept back nothing, did not shrink fm


C. In serving church in this way he served God!

IV. 1:25-His Ministry was to Preach the Word


A. v.26-hidden in the past, now revealed to saints


B. v.27-focus of all the above is Christ in YOU



1. this is the hope of glory


C. v.28-Every way available is not enough



1. Proclamation, Admonishment, teaching



2. Goal is every man complete in Christ



3. and a full use of God’s power….v.29

V. Why Are Paul’s Thoughts Recorded for Us?


A What is my attitude toward the church? Mt. 25:40, 45



1. Keeping a good attitude?      Willing to suffer? 



2. Am I serving?         Am I laboring in the word?


B. Or am I just hanging on the fringes….



1…. My rela’ship with the church/body of Christ 




is indicative of my relat’ship with Christ
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 What can we learn of Paul’s relationship?

I. 1:24 – Paul _________________________ for the Church


A. Was REAL suffering, unsurprising, Acts 9:16; 2 Corinthians 11:23-28; 2 Timothy 4:6
II. 1:24 - Paul ________________________ in His Sufferings


A. He kept a good _________________, like others Acts 5:40-42


B. Philippians 1:3-4 - good attitude in ________________



1. Philippians 1:18 - w/________________;  Philippians 3:8 - looking _______________


C. Technique is looking thru suffering to the __________, 1 Peter 3:18, Paul’s goal? v. 28-29

III. 1:25 - Paul ______________________ to the Church


A. How did Paul ‘serve’ the churches?



1. 2 Corinthians 11:28-29 - was __________________ for all



2. 1 Corinthians 5:3-5 - ______________ them in hard decisions



3. 1 Corinthians 12:21 - _________________ over impenitence



4. 1 Corinthians 13:10 - severe in _________________, but...



5. 1 Corinthians 12:19 - ______________ them up with teaching



6. Galatians 3:3 - _______;  Ephesians 1:15-16 - ___________________



7. Acts 20:27 - kept back ___________________, did not shrink from


C. In serving church in this way he served God!

IV. 1:25 - His Ministry was to _________________________


A. v. 26 - hidden in the past, now revealed to saints


B. v. 27 - focus of all the above is Christ in YOU


C. v. 28 - Every way available is not enough



1. Proclamation, admonishment, teaching, goal is _________________ complete in Christ

V. Why Are Paul’s Thoughts Recorded for Us?


A. What is my attitude toward the church? Mt. 25:40, 45



1. Keeping a good ________________?      Willing to ____________________? 



2. Am I ___________________?         Am I laboring in the ____________________?


B. Or am I just hanging on the fringes….

