Col. pt 3            The Incomparable Christ
	We live in a “comparing” culture. Prices on long distance, home electronics, air fare, etc. College level classes on “comparative religion”. Religious leaders constantly compare to Jesus– Rev. Moon, Muhammad, one church to another, etc, etc.
	ONE thing truly incomparable– the work and person of Jesus Christ.  Why?   4 reasons.

I. Col.1:13-14– He Provides Redemption
	A. Who else has this power? Lk. 5:21/demonstrated
		1. lit. a releasing for ransom, deliverance
		2. from darkness, hopelessness, into forgiveness
		3. Any other leader offering forgiveness in self? 
	B. Ransom– bought back, Acts 20:28
		1. sanctified, justified, reconciled, Acts 4:12

II. Col.1:15– He is the Image of the Invisible God
	A. visible representation, model, Jn.14:9
		1. hero, example, living hope & possibility
		2. Not just from God, He IS God

III. Col.1:15– He is the firstborn of all Creation
	A. First in position, supreme, preeminent one-Why?
		1. NOT science, Mother Nature, Guia
	B. v.16-ALL things created IN/through Him
		1. in heaven, on earth, visible, invisible
		2. Thrones-seats of power, including angelic
		3. dominions-lordships, orders of angelic powers
		4. principalities-rulers

		5. powers-authorities, right to act, delegated auth.
	C. v.16-all created BY Him, 
		1. i.e. with his agency   John 1:3
	D.v.16-all created FOR Him. His benefit, goal
		1. not for us, to suit us, or please us
		2. Titus 2:14-for Himself, his own possession
	E. v.17-He is BEFORE (in rank, time) all things
	F. v.17-in Him all things hold together (cohere)

IV. Col.1:18-He is the Head of the Body...WHY?
	A. v.18-He’s the beginning, originating cause
		1. His teaching, guidance, instruction, accountab.
	B. v.18-He’s the firstborn from the dead
		1. FIRST, to die no more, preeminent one
		2. that he might have first place in everything
	C. v.20-He’s God’s agent of reconciliation

V. Col.1:21-23– His Work Is…..
	A. v.22-Presentation-holy, blameless, beyond repro.
	B. v.22-by means of Reconciliation, dying for you
		1. v.21-alienated, hostile, egaged in evil deeds
	C. v.23-Depending on you!
		1. IF you continue in the faith
		2. Not moved away from the gospel
			a. which was heard, which was preached
	
VI. INCOMPARABLE…
	A. Man, plan, span (eternity) all in your hand!
	B. Will you appreciate it and be reconciled?
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