Closing the Gap this Year
No problem making plans and resolutions. Not afraid of them. Have made them and broken them over and over. Problem comes in doing what we plan and resolve...what we and God want of us

“The biggest gap in the world is between I should and I did.”  - H. Jackson Brown


Spiritually, where have you come from.. And to? Where is your level of growth?  Henry Ford – “You can’t build a reputation on what you’re going to do.” (Obama? office, peace prize??)


How can we begin “doing” and “growing” and closing the gap between ‘should’ and ‘did’? 4 steps
I. 

Disrupt Your Regular Routine



A. 
Def. Of ‘insanity’ - doing the same thing over and over and...





1. 
GE engineer - can’t even stay even, job suffers



B. 
Bible Words for change…  





1. 
Perfect, mature, grow, add to, transform, renewal





2. 
NEW…. covenant, birth, creature, self



C. 
Hate “change” and profess to want “growth” ??  Impossible!!



D. 
2 similar and wrong conceptions. False to think…




1. 
Knowledge is power - only if it’s used!





2. 
Knowledge  =  growth







a) 
only if you’re encyclopedia, we’re servants



E. 
Note also Bible words for mediocre, rut, apathy





1. 
Revelation 3:16 - lukewarm…. Mediocre





2. 
Romans 12:2 - conformed...rut





3. 
Revelation 2:4 - left first love...apathetic



F. 
James J. Ling - Don’t tell me how hard you work, tell me how much you get done.





1. 
Unhappy? Change habits of devotion, .........hospitality, class preparation, prayer, etc. 

II. 
Face Your First Failure, Get It Out of the Way



A. 
You’ll have them – Romans 3:23; 1 John1:8-10



B. 
Henry C. Link– While one person hesitates because he feels inferior, the other is busy making mistakes and becoming superior. 



C. 
Judases allow sin/shame to defeat them





1. 
Others like Paul, Peter, Thomas, and Phillip, Hebrews 4:15-16

III. 
Break Down Your Tasks - 2 Corinthians 8:12



A. 
Matthew 28:19-20 - Don’t have to convert world





1. 
Just invite, listen, give of self and blessings, love



B. 
Ephesians 6:4 - Don’t have to create mature adult Christian





1. 
Just teach, model, train, love them



C. 
Ephesians 4:15-16 - Don’t have to grow church by self





1. 
4:31-32 - worship, associations, fellowship, hospitable, love



D. 
Ray Croc - Nothing is particularly hard if you divide it into small jobs / How to eat an elephant? one bite at a time

IV. 
Remember the Big Picture



A. 
My self, loves, opinion, desires, life not the center



B. 
Colossians1:13-22 - power of creation, forgiveness, reconciliation, presentation


C. 
This is Father’s world, Mark 12:30-31; Philippians 4:6-7



D. 
Harold Green - It is an immutable law in business that words are words, explanations are explanations, promises are promises, but only performance is reality.



E. 
As we begin the year, let’s forget the fluff and get to it

Closing the Gap this Year
“The biggest gap in the world is between I should and I did.”- H. Jackson Brown. Henry Ford- “You can’t build a reputation on what you’re going to do.” How can we begin “doing” and “growing” and closing the gap between ‘should’ and ‘did’? 4 steps

I. 
______________________ Your Regular Routine



A. 
Definition of ‘insanity’ - doing the same thing over and over and expecting different results



B. 
Bible Words for change…  





1. 
____________, mature, _________, add to, ___________, _____________





2. 
NEW…. ______________, ______________, _______________, _____________



C. 
2 similar and wrong conceptions.  It is false to think…




1. 
Knowledge is ______________, knowledge = ________________



D. 
Also note Bible words for mediocre, rut, apathy





1. 
Revelation 3:16 - ___________…. Mediocre





2. 
Romans 12:2 - ______________...rut





3. 
Revelation 2:4 - __________________________...apathetic



E. 
Unhappy? Change habits of __________, ____________, class preparation, _____, etc. 

II. 
Face Your First ____________________, Get It Out of the Way



A. 
You’ll have them - Romans 3:23; 1 John 1:8-10



B. 
______________ allow sin/shame to defeat them, 



C. 
Others like Paul, Peter, Thomas, and Phillip, Hebrews 4:15-16

III. Break Down Your _____________________ - 2 Corinthians 8:12



A. 
Matthew 28:19-20 - Don’t have to ________________



B. 
Ephesians 6:4 - Don’t have to create __________________________________



C. 
Ephesians 4:15-16 - Don’t have to grow church ___________________________

IV. 
Remember ___________________________________________



A. 
Colossians 1:13-22 - power of… ___________, _____________,  _________,___________



B. 
This is __________________ world, Mark 12:30-31; Philippians 4:6-7 



C. 
As we begin 2003, let’s forget the fluff and get to it

