What about Church Discipline?

A requested lesson, about an uncomfortable subject, Hebrews 12:11. Not to be avoided, 2 Timothy 1:7-8.

I. 
A Subject Not to be Avoided

A. 
1 Corinthians 5 - introduces clearly, 2 church problems



1. 
Brother needing discipline, in sin and impenitent



2. 
Church family not giving it


B. 
Not the first introduction…that might be Matthew 18:15-18



1. 
Stages of approach, calls for repentance, end result


C. 
Second introduction might be God’s discipline in Acts 5



1. 
Demonstrates seriousness of sin, repentance, discipline


D. 
1 Corinthians 5 by example, command, and necessary inference...



1. 
...brings home need for church discipline


E. 
Look at question - What is it? Why do it? Who is it for?

II. 
What Is Church Discipline?

A. 
Hebrews 12:11- it is unpleasant


B. 
1 Corinthians 5:4- it is public, Romans 16:17


C. 
1 Corinthians 5:12-13 - it is congregational



1. 
Doesn’t remove family obligations, not individual action


D. 1 Corinthians 5:13 - it is removal???



1. 
1 Corinthians 5:11 - not associating with, not even to eat



2. 
2 Thessalonians 3:6, 14 - keeping away from



3. 
Romans 16:17 - turning away from



4. 
Matthew 18:17 - treating like a Gentile/tax gatherer



5.  
Yet 2 Thessalonians 3:15 - not treating like an enemy

III. Why Would We Do It?

A. 
2 Thessalonians 3:14 - to shame him... why?


B. 
1 Corinthians 5:5 – with end result of saving him, Hebrews 12:11


C. 
1 Corinthians 5:6 - to defeat sinful influence


D. 
1 John 5:3 - because we love God

IV.
Who Is It For? (Romans 3:23 - we all sin!)

A.  1 Corinthians 5:9-11 - for brothers (not the world)



1. 
...who are impenitent


B. 
2 Thessalonians 3:6 - those living an unruly life


C.  
2 Thessalonians 3:14 - those disobedient to apostles


D. 
Titus 3:10 - those who are factious, and impenitent

V. 
So, There We Have It

A. 
Without bogging down in specific cases and individuals



1. 
Can see seriousness of sin and need for repentance


B. 
So serious that Jesus hung, bled, and died for it



1. 
Misbehavior in the church not to be treated casual



2. 
How have you dealt with your sin?




a. 
come to God in HIS way for forgiveness?
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