Characteristics of Christ’s Church  -  Prayer

Church was born in a “prayer meeting.” Acts 1:12-14; 2:42; 4:23, 31; 6:4... members, leaders, all devoted! What were they devoted to? What is Prayer?

I. Get Out of the Way What it’s Not...  unbiblical

A. Just obedience (does nothing), 1 Cor. 14:33


B. Something to do, but don’t expect an answer


C. Available to all men... only Mt. 7:7-8, Pro. 28:9


D. a sermon to the lost, rebuke/instruction to others


E. a chant, empty words repeated - Matthew 6:7 

II. What IS Prayer? What were they devoted to?

A. by definition - ask, desire, make request, entreat



1. more than “wish” in Young’s Concordance


B. An expression of feeling - Neh. 1:4; Romans 8:26



1. 1 Thess. 5:16-18 - joy, thanksgiving



2. 2 Cor. 2:6-7; James 5:16 - sorrow for sin, Mt. 6:12


C. An expression of children to their Father



1. 1 Peter 3:12 / 1 John 3:22 - a child’s blessing



2. Sometimes not eloquent, Rom. 8:26, but from heart



3. 1 Cor. 14:9, 16 - leading should be understandable


D. An expression from children in need of their Father



1. Mt. 6:11 - physical, Heb. 4:16 - spiritual need also

III. With All This, WHY Be Devoted to it?  Because...


A. It’s pleasing to the Father - Matthew 6:8-9ff


B. It’s strengthening to self - “Communing with God in prayer encourages us to see situations as our Lord sees them, to become more concerned about God’s will than our own, to pray earnestly and authentically for His will to be done rather than our own. A LIFE OF PRAYER - Paul Cedar,

C. It gives access to blessings - Heb. 4:16, Mt. 6:12



1. Mrs McMurray - “You don’t get, if you don’t ask”


D. There won’t be any strangers in Heaven...



1. illegitimate? rebellious? untrusting? unfaithful?


E. Because our God lives, hears, and answers



1. Jer. 29:13; Ps. 4:3; 50:15; Matt. 7:9-11



2. His answer is not always YES




a.2 Cor. 12:8-9- sometimes no, ready to be content




b. Lk. 18:7 - sometimes He delays the answer




c. Acts 12:5, 15 - sometimes exceeds, amazed

IV. Better Question? Why NOT be Devoted to it?


A Eph. 1:3 - a spiritual blessing for His children



1. Are you using it?  1 Thess. 5:17           
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