COUNTING THE COST

Jesus was heading up to Jerusalem in Luke 14:25. A multitude followed Him, many of whom were expecting an earthly kingdom. Some seemingly expected to receive kingdom blessings without any inward change of life just like today. Many, if asked today, fully expect to go to heaven. They do nothing to go toward that goal, they just expect it. Jesus did some quick calculating on the cost of discipleship. Counting the cost means counting the cost of..............

I. 

Losing the First Place Affection of Loved Ones?


A. 
Lk.14:26 - “hate” implies to love less. 





1. 
Easy talk, hard to do when heart is on the line.





2. 
Matthew 10:37  - make ourselves unworthy 



B. 
Able to put Christ / kingdom over ...





1. 
...affection for loved ones?





2. 
In matters of discipline, friends leaving, 





3. 
Supporting church, elders, your brethren...?

II. 
That Which May Cost Us Our “Life” -  Luke14:26   




A.
 What is your “life”? Sports ?  Other Interests? 





1. 
(Art, band, music, theatre, computers, etc)



B. 
Career ? Able to turn down promotions, 





1.

Change fields of study, etc?





2.

Nero-surgeon went into general practice, 





3. 
One pro-ball player became an X-ray tech.





4. 
Decisions made daily by Christians counting the cost 



C. 
What  part “life” would you reserve from JC?





1.  
Matthew 6:33 - How about your heart?





2. 
1 Peter 2:1 written to disciples concerning ‘malice’





3.  
Ephesians 4:26-27 - anger, Lk.17:3 - forgiveness





4. 
Finances? Acts 5:1-11; Colossians 3:5; 2 Corinthians 9:6-7; 1 Corinthians 16:2

III. 
The Effort of Carrying Our Own Cross - Luke14:27


A. 
Takes investment of time/effort to learn truth





1. 
Hosea 4:6; Proverbs 23:23 - it’s worth every bit of it



B. 
Worth daily devotion, time for meditation, 





1. 
It’s worth attending meetings, reading books 



C. 
And it is a “Continuing Education Credit”  





1. 
Hebrews 6:11-14 - growth!





2. 
Teaching others, attending Bible class, and...



D. 
Hate to have to mention one aspect 





1. 
Years ago would have been taken for granted





2. 
Takes the effort of regular, faithful, consistent, devoted, steadfast worship attendance.





3. 
Hate to put it in this discussion of “cross-bearing”, ought to be a joy !

IV. 
Everyone Should Count the Cost


A. 
Luke14:28-30 - avoid wasting time, money, effort





1. 
Good lesson today - money (spirituality) invested in the past won’t save today.



B. 
Luke14:31-32 - avoid defeat by a strong enemy.





1. 
Again - some failing today because they’re not planning on paying the cost, just drifting.



C. 
Matthew 16:24-26 - Because it is the cost for this greatest of investments.





1. 
Success vs. failure





2. 
Profit or loss





3.

Victory or defeat




4. 
Have you counted the cost for a home in heaven?

COUNTING THE COST

Jesus was heading up to Jerusalem in Luke 14:25. A multitude followed him many of whom were expecting an earthly kingdom. Jesus did some quick calculating on the cost of discipleship. Counting the cost means counting the cost of..............

I. 

Losing the ______________ Place Affection of Loved Ones?


A. 
Luke 14:26 - “hate” implies to ______________________ , Matthew 10:37



B. 
Are we able to put Christ / kingdom over...





1. 
...affection for loved ones?  Affection for friends in matters of discipline?

II. 
That Which May Cost Us Our “_________________”  -  Luke 14:26   




A.
What is your “life”?  Sports?  Other Interests? Career? 



B. 
What  part “life” would you reserve from JC?





1.  
Matthew 6:33 - Need to figure out our _______________system?





2. 
1 Peter 2:1 - disciples not keeping their ____________________





3.  
Ephesians 4:26-27 - ________________, Lk.17:3 - _____________________





4. 
Acts 5:1-11; Colossians 3:5; 2 Corinthians 9:6-7; 1 Corinthians16:2 - ______________?

III. 
The Effort of Carrying Our Own _______________ - Luke 14:27


A. 
Takes ___________________ of time/effort to learn truth





1. 
Hosea 4:6; Proverbs 23:23 - it’s worth every bit of it



B. 
And it is a “Continuing Education Credit” - Hebrews 6:11-14 - ______________!



C. 
Hate to have to mention one aspect 





1. 
Takes the effort of regular, ________, consistent, ________, steadfast attendance.

IV. 
We All Should Count the Cost


A. 
Luke 14:28-30 - avoid _________________ time, money, and effort



B. 
Luke 14:31-32 - avoid defeat by a strong _______________________.



C. 
Matthew 16:24-26 - Because it is the cost for this greatest of investments.





1. 
____________ vs. failure;  ____________ or loss;  _____________ or defeat
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Have you counted the cost for a home in heaven?

