BLOCKADES ON THE BROAD PATH



Throughout New Testament scripture two main points continue to surface.  1) God is concerned about men and wants them to go to heaven.  Romans 5:8; 2 Peter 3:9.  2) Hell is a real place of punishment and we don’t want to go there. John 5:29; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9.  Being made in God’s image we are creatures of choice – Matthew 7:13-14.  But being a God of grace, God tries to help us by setting blockades before us on the broad path we often choose.

I.

HE HAS PLACED HIS WORD BEFORE US – 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:3


A.  
Romans 1:16; Ephesians 2:10; 2 Corinthians 5:15



B.  
By His word we are born again, 1 Peter 1:22-23



C.  
By His word we grow and mature, 1 Peter 2:2



D.  
By His word we overcome temptation, Psalm 119:11



E.  
By His word we will be judged, John 12:48



F.  
Even beyond the word itself however…

II.
GOSPEL PREACHING IS A BLOCKADE - Romans 10:14-17


A. 
Preaching communicates the word, sound doctrine, the truth – 2 Timothy 4:1-5



B.  
Preaching reveals wisdom of God in Christ - Ephesians 3:8-10



C. 
Preaching leads to life in the father–1 Peter 4:6



D. 
Preaching addresses our daily life–1 Timothy 6:1-2



E.  
Every sermon is for the purpose of missing Hell

III.
THE FAMILY RELATIONSHIP


A. 
Home is under attack– for good reason, it’s foundational





1.  
Government wants to dictate – 







a.  
discipline, education, morals, character





2.  
Parents seeking after self –money, material things, sports





3.  
Commitment is passé, morality is melting



B.  
Originator of the home still directs us





1.  
Hebrews 13:4; Ephesians 6:4; Ephesians 6:1-3; 1 Peter 3:7; Ephesians 5:24





2.  
Honor, discipline, instruction, respect for authority, 
understanding, honor, submission





3.  
These will bar our path from Hell

IV.
LIVING EXAMPLES


A.  
Influence works in the home – 2 Peter 3:2



B. 
Influence works in the church –1 Timothy 4:12, 16



C.  
Influence works in the world – 2 Peter 2:12



D.  
Jesus tells us to use our influence – Matthew 5:16

V.
JESUS HIMSELF IS THE ULTIMATE BLOCK.


A. 
His life mission – Luke 19:10



B. 
His death purpose– Jn. 10:14-15



C. 
His messenger’s message – 1.  Mk 16:15-16



D.  
If a man perishes from his own sin…





1.  
...it will be his own fault – Jn. 8:24





2.  
God has blockaded the road





3.  
Will you circumvent God’ blockade or go in the proper direction?
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