Appreciating God’s Grace
In last lesson we spoke of God’s mercy, based in his love, Ephesians 2:4-5. Mercy which withholds what we deserve is not the whole package though. ...by grace you are saved...

I. 
Consider What Grace is Not

A. 
It is not license to sin, Rom. 6:1-2, 



1. 
2 Peter 1:5-11- diligence called for in new character


B. 
It is not based on human performance



1. 
Romans 3:23 - all fail, and are guilty



2. 
Romans 5:8-10 - love working before any good results


C. 
It is FREE, but not cheap - Deitrich Bonhoeffer



- German theologian, executed  in conspiracy to kill Hitler - THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP, 1963, “Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, communion without confession, absolution without personal confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.”

”Cheap grace is the enemy of our church.”



1. 
1 Peter 1:18-19 - Don’t confuse FREE with CHEAP




a. 
cost blood and life of an innocent. more than a man




b. 
1 Corinthians 6:20a; Acts 20:28



2. 
“What cost God so much cannot be cheap for us.”




a. 
D. Bonhoffer,

II. 
What Salvation by Grace Is

A. 
More than “unmerited favor,” what we don’t deserve 



1. 
Hebrews 2:9 - Grace that costs God is substitution



2. 
1 John 4: 9-10 - Costly grace exacts a high price paid



3. 
Grace is taking the punishment - R. Turner, ‘89 - “When someone does you wrong, if you take the idea that you must be paid for whatever is lost before the record is settled, this is not forgiveness. True forgiveness is when one is willing to “bear the cost’ and say, ‘I’ll just take the hurt on me. You have hurt me, but will take it. I forgive you.’ Sin is against God, but God takes the beating in that He sent Jesus to die to pay the price for OUR sin.”


B. 
Grace is love from a true Father



1. 
Luke 15:29-30 - elder son, bitter, jealous, resentful 




a. 
“served” father, never disobeyed a “command”




b. 
saw father as master, issuing commands, rewards



2. 
Luke 15:3-7 - sinners needing help? like a shepherd




a. 
verses 8-10 - treating publicans like people? woman...




b. 
Eating w/sinners? like loving father missing son




c. 
Older son? Pharisees w/checklist, master/slave





1) fasting, tithing, public demo., boasting... US?


C. 
Our God is our Father, loving, forgiving, merciful



1. 
Rom. 4:6-8 - wants obedience, ready to welcome home


2. 
Price is paid, don’t deserve it, but it can be yours
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