Antioch - Jerusalem for the Gentiles
300 miles north of Jerusalem lays the 3rd largest city in world after Rome and Alexandria. A “free” city under Rome. Freedom included worship with 2 temples and accompanying prostitutes.

I. 
Church’s Beginning Found in Acts 11:19ff

A. 
Verses 19-20 - the preaching? The word and the Lord Jesus



1. 
Not food handouts, medicine, recreation, social gospel


B. 
Verse 21 - the response? Large number who believed, turned...



1. 
Took more than belief alone, unlike John 12:42-43


C. 
Verses 22-23 - the relationship?   


1. 
Grace evident to observers



2. 
Encouraged to remain true - no once saved always saved



3. 
Resolute heart - required decision, commitment, purpose


D. 
3 things to note in this early congregation...

II. Even as a Young Group, They Used Opportunities

A. 
Acts 11:27-30 - opportunities for benevolence to brethren


B. 
Acts 11:23-26 - opportunities to teach considerable numbers


1. 
Elder said... “No need to waste time with those people”


C. 
Acts 13:1-3 - opportunities to raise up, send out teachers



1. 
Paul and Barnabas “sent,” we training, encouraging, sending?



2. 
Matthew 25:25 - using or burying opportunities?

III. They Knew Their Mission... Evangelism (3 ways)

A. 
1st - Kept and used a number of teachers


1. 
11:19- those; 11:20- some more; 11:22-26 – Barnabas and Saul




a. 
13:1- years later - still had 5+ (prophets & teachers)



2. 
Not afraid of “bosses,” jealousy, or using good teachers




a. 
What is a “good” teacher? A Barnabas!





1) 
Acts 4:36-37 - reputation (encouraging) and action





2) 
Acts 11: 24 - good man, full of H.S., full of faith




b. 
results – verses 24, 26- considerable numbers, brought and taught


B. 2nd - Were interested in OUTSIDE evangelism


1. 
Acts 13:3 - sent teachers; 14:26 - commended to the work



2. 
Acts 14:27-28 - interested in progress of the work




a. 
not interested in outside evangelism? Not interested locally either


C. 3rd - Members were involved... how do we know?



1. 
Barnabas witnessed grace of God, Titus 2:11-12




a. 
grace instructs to deny ungodliness, worldly desire, and live sensibly, righteously, and godly in present world




b. 
more to it than just being baptized, attending



2. 
2 Corinthians 8:1-5 - grace of God given in Macedonian churches?




a. 
joy, liberality, concern and sacrifice for brethren,




b. 
sanctification in first giving themselves to the Lord



3. 
These are the activities of the members, not teachers!




a. 
no wonder were chosen to receive new name, 11:26

IV. 3rd Lesson to Learn From this Young Congregation?

A. 
200 years after apostles - Antioch church became 1 of 5 patriarchal churches of Eastern Catholic/Orthodox church


B. 
Apostolic foundations will not save us



1. 
Great numbers of converts, much teaching, outside evangelism


2. 
Membership involvement, good teachers, grace of God



3. 
Church WILL drift if heart is not turned to God in each and every generation
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