Accentuate the Positive - 1 Peter 2:1-3
Jiminy Cricket sang a song in Pinocchio that bears repeating from time to time. Let’s look at some terms in the text that indicate this.

I. 
THERFORE  (better see what it’s there for)


A. 
Do the following because of blessings in chapter 1



1. 
Verse 3 - born again, to a living hope, v.4- reserved in heaven



2. 
Verse 8 - because you love Him, believe in & glorify in Him



3. 
Verse 13 - hope coming to you at the revelation of J.C.



4. 
Verse 17 - you address God as your Father



5. 
Verse 19 - you were redeemed with precious blood



6. 
Verse 22 - you have purified your souls in obedience

II. 
PUTTING ASIDE eliminate the negative


A. 
literally to cast off, lay apart, put away or off



1. 
ALL malice - ill will, desire to injure (physically or emotionally)



2. 
ALL guile - lit. a decoy, deceit, trick, decoy



3. 
Hypocrisy - acting under a feigned part, deceit



4. 
Envy - ill will from jealousy, spite



5.  ALL slander - evil speaking, backbiting


B.  Should separate ourselves from these, and thing like this

III. BUT THIS IS NOT ENOUGH i.e., eliminate negatives


A. 
James 1:21 - “put aside” all filthiness, remaining wickedness



1. 
Galatians 5:19-21 - warns of the deeds of the flesh



2. 
1 Corinthians 6:9-10 - warns of unrighteous activities


B. 
Many fight to put away these things, wrestle and fail



1. 
Because this is not enough, 



2. 
Luke 11:24-26 - nothing lives in a vacuum


3. 
Ephesians 4:22-24ff - put off put on principle 




a. 
falsehood, anger, stealing, unwholesome speech, etc.

IV. LONG FOR accentuate the positive


A. Lit. intensely crave, dote upon, earnestly desire possession


B. What? Milk of the word



1. 
1 Pet. 1:23 - caused new birth, but baptism not enough...



2. 
Acts 20:32 - able to build up and give inheritance



3. 
John 12:48 - will judge us on the last day


C. What kind? PURE milk



1. 
Not diluted with men’s suppositions, plans, interpretations

D. Why? v. 2 - so that we can grow



1. 
From childish to childlike, leaving games for children



2. 
Tag (passing blame), did too/did not or uh huh/nuh uh



3. 
I want that..., I want attention, walking thru mud puddles

V. 
IF YOU HAVE TASTED THE KINDESS OF THE LORD


A. Are you filling up on what the Lord has to offer you?



1. 
In study, worship, extra classes, fellowship, work


B. This is the attitude of one who has tasted the Lord’s kind.



1. 
Have you?  Do you appreciate Him? His love for you?



2. 
Putting off, putting on / growing in respect to salvation


C. Where are you today?

