A Real Life Letter - 1 Peter 1:1-2
At the edge of Government persecution. Pressure from peers to continue in sinful circumstances. Feeling like a stranger where we live, with no concrete basis for ones faith. Dressing to be fashionable for the world, but difficult living in our homes and getting along where we work. 

I. 
Not Describing Present-day, but 64 A.D. 1st Peter

A. 
1:1, 10 - sounds like Jews; 2:10, 4:3 - but speaking to Gentiles

1. 
He could be talking to us, what would he say?

II. 
He Would Remind Us that We were Chosen, verse 1


A. 
1:2 - by God’s foreknowledge 



1. 
Ephesians 1:4, chosen in Him, before the world, Matthew 25:34



2. 
Ephesians 3:8-11- the church/saved were His eternal purpose


B. 
1:2- by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, how set apart?



1. 
2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 - He calls us by the gospel



2. 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11- Spirit leads us to washing and change



3. 
How are we led? Ephesians 6:17- the word is His tool, 5:26 



4. 
Where are we led? Romans 10:9-10, 6:4 - to faith, confession, and belief



a. 
Acts 2:38 - to repentance and baptism




b. 
Mark 16:16 - to belief and baptism    


C. 
1:2 - Why chosen?  To obey Jesus Christ, Galatians 3:27



1. 
And to be sprinkled with blood = enter covenant relation
III. What Does This Mean To Us?


A. 
When government rears up, passes laws against Christians


1. 
You are under God’s care, if a Christian, you are chosen


B. 
When pressured by peers, remember you are set apart, chosen


C. 
Feel alone, you’re not / feel pressure to look like world....


D. 
Relationships with others difficult... you are special, chosen


E. 
You may reside as aliens, but grace and peace is yours which the world simply doesn’t have - more to come
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