A Worrisome Salvation

A strange title, but what if our salvation WAS worrisome to us? If the Lord returned, would you go to heaven? Yes, you obeyed years before. But do you remain saved? Have you done enough? Will God forgive us for sins committed since our salvation? Will God be patient with repetitive sins, outright failures? Many live in worry of this.

I. 
Why is this a Problem to Christians?

A. 
For decades we have focused on a false doctrine/TULIP



1. 
T otal depravity,   U nconditional election



2. 
L imited atonement,   I rresistable grace



3. 
and >>>  P erseverance of the saints


4. 
...we SHOULD expose false doctrine like this


B. 
The Bible teaches that men can and do walk away...



1. 
Matthew 13:5 - rocky ground, Acts 8:13; 23- Simon the s.



2. 
Hebrews 2:1-3; 6:4-6; 2 Peter 2:20-22



3. 
Saved men/women CAN be lost


C. 
But this is the last thing that most want/desire



1. 
We fall in weakness, while transforming, fighting it




a. 
Romans 7:14-25 - feel wretched or thankful??



2. 
Christian who falls knows he/she is falling..





a. 
so they wonder... Does God really mean it?




b. 
repeated sin? do we run out of chances sometime?
II. 
Didn’t the Apostles Make our Adoption Clear?


A. 
Galatians 3:26 - We are sons of God in Christ


B. 
Ephesians 2:7 - He has immeasurable riches for us in Christ


C. 
1 Peter 1:3-4 - We are born again to a living hope


D. 
1 John 1:7-8 - We have cleansing and forgiveness


E. 
1 John 2:1-2 - We have an advocate and propitiation


F. 
There is a real need for Christians to learn to trust God

III. How Can We Address this Problem?


A. 
Do a better job equipping Christians for transforming



1. 
Prepare for the struggles, temptations, fleshly battles



2. 
Learn to turn - depend on God, not self, no perfection


B. 
Be more open, encouraging, helpful when temptation knocks



1. 
Relationships within congregation are vital!



2. 
Hebrews 10:23-25; Romans 12:10-16



3. 
Imagine a group, this group, any group of sinners




a. 
a husband fights with porn; a teen may be intimate




b. 
a wife is disenchanted; young person led to homosexuality



c. 
couple tempted to cheat on taxes, friends pull away




d. 
middle aged discouraged over many mistakes



4. 
Tell them to do more? pray more? 



5. 
We shoot our own!


C. 
Defeat the idea that teaching on grace, mercy, and forgiveness is “denominational”


1. 
Luke 12:32; Romans 15:13
