A “Feel-Good” Christmas
I like the holidays, and Xmas in particular. Family, joking around, games, Dinner, snacks, decorations, presents. It’s a feel good time, an easy, comfortable time.

I. We Make the Christmas Story a “Feel Good” Time
	A. Go w/easy, traditional date (taken from the pagans)
		1. Although no shepherds in field, Luke 2:8
	B. Feel good w/singing angels, Lk. 2:13, tho not said so
		1. And no one thinks shepherds sung (Luke 2:20)
	C. Comfortable w/3 wise men, Mt. 2:11, tho # not given
	D. Like 3 wise men at manger, Mt. 2:11, “says” house
		1. Mt. 2:16- Herod got time from magi, 2 yr. old
	E. Comfortable with traditional Bible story of Xmas
		1. tho no apostle taught/wrote/honored it- unbiblical

II. Why are Churches/Believers/Religion so Caught up
						 in an Unbiblical Practice
	A. Part of a culture shift, a movement toward...
		1. Easy religion, a “feel good” church
		2. Burger King Religion- have it YOUR way
	B. 2 Timothy 4:3- Time would come when Xians would 
		1. ... not endure sound doc., ears tickled, own desires
	C. No wonder, teachers would come forth same way
		1. 2 Peter 3:3; Jude 1:16- following their own desires

III. How Can We Tell A  “Feel Good” Church?

	A. It isn’t committed to sacrifice
		1. Focus on birth celebration- music, drama, specials
		2. Ignores death celebration- Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11, 16
	B. It isn’t committed obedience
		1. Focus on an annual day of praise, but Mt. 7:7-9
		2. Ignore weekly praise and worship as inconvenient
			a) Acts 2:41-42- What is “continually devoted”
			b) Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2; Hebrews 10:24-26
			c)Common- communicant mem. versus attendees
	C. It isn’t committed to personal responsibility
		1. Focus on Jesus coming to us... election/chosen
			a) ask him into heart, sinners prayer, ask for a sign
		2. Ignores plain examples of how to be saved
			a) What of Acts 2:37; 16:30; 9:6

IV. Holidays SHOULD be Easy, Comfortable, Recreational
	A. But don’t get that mixed up with the Lords’ church
		!. God’s people are a faithful, devoted people
			a)  committed to sacrifice- of Savior & of self
			b) obedience- trusting, serving by His directions
			c) & per. responsibility- obeying the Cap of our salv.
	B. Do you need to make this Xmas one to remember?
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I. We Make the Christmas Story a “Feel Good” Time
	A. We go with the easy, traditional date, Luke 2:8, though ______________________________		B. We feel good with singing angels, Lk. 2:13, Luke 2:20, though ______________________
	C. We’re comfortable with 3 wise men, Mt. 2:11, though ____________________________
	D. We Like 3 wise men at manger, Mt. 2:11, 16, though _____________________________
	E. We’re comfortable with traditional Bible story of Xmas - even though it’s unscriptural

II. Why are Churches/Believers/Religion so Caught up in an Unbiblical Practice
	A. Part of a culture shift, a movement toward ____________ religion, a “___________” church
	B. 2 Timothy 4:3- Time would come when Christians would...
		1. not endure sound ________________, ___________ tickled , follow own _____________
	C. Teachers would come same way, 2 Peter 3:3; Jude 1:16- following their own ____________

III. How Can We Tell A  “Feel Good” Church?
	A. It isn’t committed to _______________________
		1. Focus on birth celebration- Ignores ______________ celebration- Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11, 16
	B. It isn’t committed ________________________
		1. Focus on an annual day of praise, Ignores ____________ praise and worship as inconvenient
			a) Acts 2:41-42- What is “continually devoted”, Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2; Hebrews 10:24-26
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IV. Holidays SHOULD be Easy, Comfortable, Recreational
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		3. committed to ________________________- obeying the Captain of our salvation
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