A Dedication Ceremony


Welcome visitors. In building since July but finishing baseboards, furnishings, lights, some planting. Thanks to electricians, helpers, elders, decorations committee. Quite a few asked about today, so here we are.

I. 

This Occasion May Not Seem New


A. 
Numbers 7 – new tabernacle dedicated with 12 chiefs offering 12 days



B. 
2 Chronicles 7 new temple dedicated 





1. 
7 day feast with 8th day for solemn assembly



C. 
Ezra 6 - new 2nd temple dedicated, sacrificed...




1. 
100 bulls, 200 rams, 400 lambs, 12 male goats





2. 
Also set the Levites in their divisions



D. 
Nehemiah 12 - dedicated the new wall, Gathered ...





1. 
Levites that were scattered with singers, instruments, choirs





2. 
Verse 43 - joy of Jerusalem was heard far away



E. 
John 10:22 - feast of dedication - Judas Maccabeus





1. 
For purging the temple, rebuilding the altar





2. 
After driving the Syrians out in 164 BCE



F. 
Dedication of buildings/wall for God and God’s people an acceptable practice





1. 
Next step, would appear, is to dedicate THIS bldg

II. 
Introducing a New Concept


A. 
Acts 5:1-4 - contrary to thinking of many, 





1. 
What we have is ours! till we give it back to God





2. 
That’s why we don’t dip & use any way we choose





3. 
Every brick, button & board already dedicated to glory...



B. 
In O.T. they dedicated buildings, Under New Covenant...





1. 
Building is not brick/mortar but people/love





2. 
1 Peter 2:4-5 - living stones & a spiritual house





3. 
1 Corinthians 3:16-17 - holy temple & Spirit’s dwelling



C. 
Not the building that God wants dedicated...(not wrong)




1. 
But the spiritual building, the hearts of believers

III. Would Love for this to be a Dedication Service


A. 
1 Corinthians 7:35 - undistracted devotion, that’s dedication



B. 
Acts 2:42 - continually devoting, that’s dedication



C. 
2 Corinthians 8:1-5 - giving self to the Lord, that’s dedication


D. 
Romans 6:17 - committed obedience, that’s dedication





1. 
Romans 6:4-5 - new life of dedication starts at baptism





2. 
Real glory to God in a dedicated heart, living stone
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