Does God Allow Imperfection?
Past lessons - discussed obedience as a checklist, w/inherent dangers... earning sal., traditions, vain wor., w/a lack of mercy/forgiveness available. Often leads to feelings of constant disappointment, misery, guilt and anxiety. 

I. We Hear that Obedience is Necessary (not import.)
	A. Heb. 5:8-9 - Jesus was obed., Lk. 6:40 - Xians also
	B. There is purpose to obeying God, an opportunity...
		1. Eph. 3:20 - ...to be equipped to do God’s will
			a. ...for God to build working relationship w/us
		2, Phil. 2:12b-13 - for us serve Him in His way
			a. ... to pleasure/glorify Him
			b. NO pleasure/glory/respect in disobedience
	C. And there is also a reward, a promise, a blessing
		1. Josh. 6:3-5 - God’s will instructed Israel
			a. v. 2 - city was the promised gift, blessing
		2. Rom. 6:23 - We also have a promised gift
			a. Heb. 5:9 - key to the blessing is obedience

II. We Hear What Obedience is...
	A. Mt. 7:21- doing the will of the Father, which is???
	B. 1 Cor. 4:6 - not going beyond what’s written
	C. 2 Jn. 9 - abiding in the teaching
	D. Heb. 8:5 - walking according to the pattern
	E. it is a whole person response... phy., emo., and spiritu.
		
		1. Acts 10 - Devout, praying, giving... lost centurian
		2. Acts 19:1-5 - Sincere, believing... needing baptism
	F. Complete obedience is a high bar to clear...

III. Will God Accept Imperfection?  1 Jn. 1:5
	A. YES, what does this NOT say?
		1. We are ok with the status quo, mundane sp. life
		2. Don’t be concerned about growth, sin is acceptable
		3. Eph. 4:21-24 - renewal is a process / is demanded
	B. What does this say individually?
		1. Remember when you first obeyed? Were there...
		2. Attitudes/actions/conviction that needed correcting?
		3. Have we arrived? Open to correction? 2 Pet. 3:18
	C. What does this say congregationally?
		1. Has the restoration ended? Attit./action/doctrines?
		2. Have we arrived? Open to correction? 

IV. God’s Grace Allows for Growth, Perfecting...
	A. But we must obey in spirit, not just in actions...
	B. Spiritual obedience is demonstrated in...
		1. Never defying God - resisting understanding, know.
		2. Pray for awareness - of weakness, not justifying
		3. Withstand weakness, temptation - get back up
		4. Prepare to be objective, grow, change
	C. Heb. 4:15-16 - press on to the throne of grace



Does God Allow Imperfection?
Past lessons - discussed obedience as a checklist, with inherent dangers. Often leads to feelings of constant disappointment, misery, guilt and anxiety. 

I. We Hear that Obedience is____________________________
	A. Hebrews 5:8-9 - Jesus was _________________. Luke 6:40 - Christians should be also
	B. There is purpose to obeying God,      An opportunity...
		1. Ephesians 3:20 - ...to be _____________________ to do God’s will
			a. ...for God to build a working ______________________with us
		2. Philippians 2:12b-13 - ...for us ________________ Him in __________ way
			a. ... to pleasure/_________________ Him
	C. And there is also a reward, a ___________________, a __________________
		1. Joshua 6:3-5 - v. 2 - The _______________ was the promised gift, blessing
		2. Romans 6:23 - We have a promised gift, Hebrews 5:9 - key to the blessing is __________

II. We Hear What Obedience is...
	A. Matthew 7:21- doing the _____________ of the Father, Which is???
	B. 1 Corinthians 4:6 - ...not going _______________ what’s written
	C. 2 John 9 - ...______________ in the teaching
	D. Hebrews 8:5 - ...walking according to the _________________
	E. it is a whole person response... ______________, _____________, and _________________
		
III. Will God Accept Imperfection?  1 John 1:5          _____________!
	A. Ephesians 4:21-24 - renewal is a 1) _____________   2)  is ___________________
	B. What does this say individually? Remember when you first obeyed? 2 Peter 3:18
	C. What does this say congregationaly? Has the restoration ended? 

IV. God’s _______________ Allows for _______________, ____________________...
	A. But we must obey in _______________, not just in __________________...
	B. Spiritual obedience is demonstrated in...
		1. Never _____________ God - resisting understanding, knowledge.
		2. Pray for ________________ - of weakness, not justifying it
		3. Withstand _________________, temptation - get back up when we fall
		4. Prepare to be ______________, _____________, _________________





