Seven Blessings for Believers      Philippians 4

Phil. is a joyful message (4xs told to rejoice) to friends, brethren, supporters, and believers, from prison. Amazing. Conclusion is like the sum of Paul’s encouragement put together. Chap. begins with admonition, instruct., and encouragement, then ...

I. v. 6, Privilege of Prayer to Help Us


A. 1 Peter 3:10-12 - not for everyone, listens to His children


B.  “be anxious for nothing” - nothing out of bounds



1. physical, spiritual, emotional, relationships, everything!

II. v. 7, Peace of God to Keeps Us


A. John 14:27 - God’s peace not like world’s, or taken back


B. “surpasses comprehension” - inner peace, strength



1. has to do with clear conscience, firm hope, real faith



2. guards hearts/minds - from panic, fear, temptation




a. made heros out of martyrs, saves us from our doubts

III. v. 9, Presence of God to Accompany Us


A. Sounds familiar, Mt. 28:18-20; Rev. 3:20



1. Rom. 15:33: 2 Thess. 3:16; 2 Tim. 4:22 


B. In a world of hopelessness, crowded with lonely people



1. ... the Christian walks with a “friend” all of the time

IV. v. 10, Provision of Others to Encourage Us


A. Phil.’s concern was monetary support, resulted in rejoic.


B. Brethren are much more than a safety net...



1. forgiveness demonstrated, welcome actuated



2. sharing hearts, leaning shoulders, helping hands



3. same result... rejoicing

V. v. 11, Policy of Contentment to Calm Us


A. Car every 2-3 yrs, computer every 4-5, phone every yr.!



1. Caught up in race for newer, faster, what others have



2. contrast that with “things learned, received, seen, heard”




a. following the value description from verse 8


B. Shall we believe the scriptures, trust in God?



1. Encouraged to focus on spiritual vs. physical




a. 1 John 2:15-17; Luke 12:15-21; Matthew 6:33

VI. v. 13, Power of Christ to Strengthen Us


A. Ephesians 1:18-19 - prayer for people to be able to see it



1. Three aspects to seeing, realizing this power




a. hope of His calling -  looking to the future




b. riches to found in the saints - appreciating their value




c. HIS strength/power to work - faith in what HE can do


B. Strengthened in ALL that HE desires of us to do

VII. v. 19, Promise of God to Provide for Us


A. Includes all the previous blessings and more. 


B. Mt. 7:9-11-the provision of a Father, and more...



1. James 1:17, “every” ; Ephesians 1:3 - “every”


B. physical, spiritual, emotional, relationships, everything!



1. Remember the context, letter written to Christians




a. Are these blessing available to you?
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Philippians is a joyful message to friends, brethren, supporters, and believers, from prison. Amazing. Conclusion is like the sum of Paul’s encouragement put together. 7 blessings...

I. v. 6, _____________________ of ________________ to Help Us, 1 Peter 3:10-12

A.   “be anxious for ________________” - nothing out of bounds



1. _______________, ___________, __________, relationships, ______________!

II. v. 7, __________________ of God to Keeps Us, John 14:27

A.“surpasses comprehension” - inner peace, strength

III. v. 9, ____________________ of God to Accompany Us


A. Mt. 28:18-20; Rev. 3:20; Rom. 15:33: 2 Thess. 3:16; 2 Tim. 4:22 

IV. v. 10, ____________________ of Others to Encourage Us


A. Brethren are much more than a safety net...



1. forgiveness _________________, welcome _________________. 



2. sharing ____________, leaning ____________, helping _____________

V. v. 11, _____________ of ________________________ to Calm Us


A. Caught up in race for newer, faster, what others have



1. contrast that with “things ____________, ____________, _______, ________”


B. Shall we believe the scriptures, trust in God?



1. 1 John 2:15-17; Luke 12:15-21; Matthew 6:33

VI. v. 13, ________________ of Christ to Strengthen Us


A. Ephesians 1:18-19, Three aspects to seeing, realizing this power



1. ______________ of His calling -  looking to the future



2. riches to found in the ______________ - appreciating their value



3. ____________ strength/power to work - faith in what HE can do

VII. v. 19, __________________ of God to Provide for Us


A. Mt. 7:9-11, James 1:17, “___________” ; Ephesians 1:3 - “____________”


B. Remember the context, letter written to Christians
