Obedience, Taking a Second Look

Obedience is greatly stressed within non-inst. churches of Christ. A regular theme in b’hood mag., sermons, articles and Bible class material. Every Bible believing church should have such a focus.

I. Jesus and Apostles had Much to Say About it


A. Matthew 7:21-23 - obedience vs. good works


B. Matthew 12:50; 1 Peter 1:15-16 - 



1. obedience a sign of relationship


C. 1 Thess. 4:1 - Obedience an excelling behavior


D. Heb. 5:8-9 - Obed. modeled and necessary

E. Again, preaching obedience is a necessity 



1. If you’re going to teach Bible, you must teach obed.



2. Current denom. climate is “faith only”, no obed.

II. But, Are We Teaching Obedience Correctly?


A. When we say, “obey God”, what are we saying?



1. Completing his list of commands, exactly?



2. Do we teach “having” to obey vs. “wanting” to?




a, Mt. 28:18 - obey b/c Jesus has all auth? Yes




b. John 14:15 - but also obey b/c we love Him!


 B. Doing works of obedience to be saved? Titus 3:5



1. or b/c of our relationship created at baptism



2. and b/c we desire to give glory to God


C. Consider Mark 10:45, context, James/John, greatness



1. Jesus came to serve, give, pay - not the opposite



2. Heb. 5:8 - He came, obeyed, Father was with Him




a. ...every step w/encouragement, comfort



3. When we obey, Father is with us also all the way




a. Eph. 3:17-19 - strengthening with understanding




b. Eph. 3:30 - empowering to over-achieve



4. Obed., power, strength come from relationship




a. ... not the other way around

III. Deity Doesn’t NEED Us,   Acts 17:25


A. Is our “service” to God a “checklist”?



1. Attendance 3x’s/wk, regular giving, L. Supper



2. Bible class, meetings, no Inst. music



3. Is this how we gain his favor?  


B. Malachi 1:8-10 - Practicing religion is not “perfect”



1. Obedience to God not limited to our hands



2. God wants our heart, love, communion, desire




a. commitment, devotion to become like Him




b. Ephesians 4:22-24


C. Do you obey because you have to? checklist?



1. Are you seeking the things to change to serve Him?



2. or just doing things to earn your way? 



3. leave this losing proposition, learn to live to love
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III. Deity Doesn’t _________________________ Us,   Acts 17:25


A. Is our “service” to God a “___________________”?


B. Malachi 1:8-10 - Practicing religion is not “________________,” or complete.



1. Obedience to God not limited to our _________________



2. God wants our _________________, love, communion, ___________________




a. commitment, devotion to become like _______________, Ephesians 4:22-24
