The Promise of Propitiation

Where were you on 9/11/01? Many Americans woke up to unreasoning hatred. How did you feel... about the towers, Pentegon, Penn. field, no air traffic anywhere, Islamic rejoicing, 3K innocent dead? Did you want justice for this wrong? Now you have a taste of God’s feelings. With the addition that God knows and is offended by thoughts, motives, and deepest secrets, as well as actions.

I. Will it be Love or Justice


A. There can be little question of God’s love



1. Jn. 3:16- sacrificial love, 2 Pet. 3:9 - patient love



2. Eph. 2:4 - merciful love, 1 Jn. 4:8 - God IS love


B. Scripture also clear on Judgment, i.e. meting justice



1. Romans 2:16 - secrets judged



2. 2 Corinthians 5:10- will receive what is due



3. Hebrews 4:12-13 - must give account 


C. The Bible picture of God’s wrath is not amusing



1. Nahum 1:2-3, Hebrews 10:31- a fearful thing



2. Colossians 1:13 - It’s from His wrath we are saved


D. How shall we reconcile love and justice?

II. The Key is a “Bible” Word - Propitiation

A. 3 words used in about 7 forms, from a latin word



1. Webster - to gain, regain favor



2. Pardington - lit. appeasing, placation, expiation



3. Kaufman’s Dict.-theo. term for appeasing G.s wrath


B. Greco-Roman usage was from heathen efforts to...



1. obtain favor or gods, or the avenging of gods



2. used of the sacrifice one brought to appease gods



C. Unlike Greek gods, Our God provided the offering



1. 1 Jn. 2:1-2 - JC is the appeasement to gain favor


D. What Propitiation is NOT...



1. ..not salvation, 1 Jn. 2:2- necessary for salvation



2. ..not needed to be asked for, price is paid



3. ..not automatic, Rom. 3:25 - received by faith




a. James 2:19-20 - not a dead faith, a working faith




b. Heb. 5:9 - Source of sal. for the obedient

III. Jesus Stood in our Place, Is the Appeasement,





Gains God’s Favor for Us


A. Many do their best yet still struggle with temp./sin



1. Becoming a Xian doesn’t stop the war w/Satan




a. we sin, continue to sin, sin repeatedly



2. Forgiving mercy doesn’t stop when we dry off



3. 1 Jn. 2:2 - Jesus appeases wrath, speaks for us


B. Heb. 2:14-18 - God is ON our side, wants to help



1. Praise God for he mercy, grace, and...



2. ... and the propitiation of His Son, for us



3. Which is gained by faith, active, real, diligent...
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