4 THINGS THAT UNIFY PEOPLE

Time Magazine, March Eluding the White Death Avalanche danger is highest just after a storm because the snow crystals have not had time to forge bonds to one another and to crystals in the existing snow pack. Typically, bonding occurs over a few days’ time.  Under certain conditions, however, the crystals never bond, but remain loose like a pile of poker chips. This dangerous situation commonly occurs where temperatures are very cold. The shape of the crystals is important too.  A layer of soft hailstones that behave like miniature ball bearings ñ substantially increases the avalanche hazard. Once conditions are right, it doesn’t take much to trigger a slide. And usually, there is very little warning.  “Sometimes you hear a crack like thunder. Sometimes the avalanche releases quietly, like rustling silk.”
I. 
6 THINGS AVALANCHES TEACH US

  
A. 
Takes time to forge bonds to one another

    

1. 
Growth, work – can’t abandon babes or “newbies”


  
B. 
Sometimes bonds are never forged

    

1. 
Dangerous situation for avalanches & churches

  
C. 
Takes some degree of warmth to forge bonds



1. 
Won’t work in complete cold - 1 Pet. 4:8-9

  
D. 
Shape of ice crystals themselves is a key factor



1. 
Gentle, forbearing, serving, encouraging, thoughtful???

  
E. 
When conditions are right?


1. 
...doesn’t take much to trigger a slide

 

2. 
Idle, error unchecked, inward focus, unlearned

  
F. 
Very little warning ñ sound of thunder or silk



1. 
Need to stay alert, work at avoiding one

II. 
4 THINGS THAT FORGE BONDS OF 
UNITY

  
A. 
A common foe ñ like battling brothers and sisters or Moslem Arabs



1. 
Quote from Max Dawson “Our greatest problem today is not liberalism, 




modernism, nor even the divorce and re-marriage issues.  Our greatest 



problem is brethren tearing one another apart.”
  

2. 
We need to see our enemy- 1 Peter 5:8; James 4:7

  
B. 
A common tragedy ñ refugees, immigrants, sorrowing parents

 

1. 
Romans 3:23 - all have rejected a loving God

 

2. 
All face a serious judgment - 2 Corinthians 5:10; John 5:28-29

  
C. 
A common purpose - Rodman vs. Jordan, but not on the court



1. 
Young church - Acts 4:32, after persecution - 9:31



2. 
Purpose? Ephesians 4:15-16 - grow in maturity, 
strength, numbers, influence in love

 
D. 
A common blessing - car clubs, the Sturgis Rally



1. 
Young church - Acts 2:42, 46, 2 Corinthians 9:12-15 - Jew/Gen. Bond



2. 
Our blessing? 1 Peter 1:18-23 redeemed with faith & hope, new life

III. WE NEED TO APPRECIATE

  
A. 
Our foe - Satan, Our tragedy - sin

  
B. 
Our purpose - loving growth, & our blessing - salvation

  
C. 
Based upon the Spirits unity statement - Ephesians 4:3-6

 

1. 
Spiritually join hands & hearts, go to work as a body

  
D. 
Are you standing alone? Why? John 17:20-21 - not Jesus’ will

