4 THINGS THAT HURT UNITY

Christ desired unity for His people, John 17:20-21.  His apostles continually drove this point home – Colossians 3:14-15; Philippians 1:27; 1 Corinthians 1:10; Ephesians 4:2-3. Consider some areas to be on guard against – 4 things which hurt the spirit of unity.

I. 
First Note: Unity is Neither Good Nor Bad in Itself

A. 
Unity in community improvement, serving God, lifting others – good


B. 
Unity in a gang of smugglers crossing border – deplorable


C. 
Unity of the faith is commendable, unity in rebellion is unrighteousness



1. 
Number 16 – 250 renown men didn’t make it right / John 17:21 – unity in Christ

II. 
4 Things that Hurt the Spirit of Unity

A. 
A lack of effort – things that pull together can push people apart



1. 
Our foe – no resistance, alertness?  Divide and conquer



2. 
Our sin – too proud to confess – James 5:16, overwhelming sorrow – 2 Cor. 2:7



3. 
Our purpose – if not growing, we die! left behind




a. 
ability, strength, influence



4. 
Our salvation – if it’s not real, it hinders – Romans 2:24




a. 
Every time a Christian curses, is immoral, abuses another, etc.



5. 
Give diligence to unity – Ephesians 4:3, 16


B. 
Exalting self – can’t serve Christ & self at the same time



1. 
3 John 9-10 – quarrelling and division result



2. 
A 1996 survey of 400 preachers and church leaders stated that the number one contributor to conflict among churches of Christ is “personality differences among members”



3. 
Once conflict begins it reoccurs regularly for 4 main reasons 




a) 
If it is misdiagnosed as a doctrinal matter instead of the judgment/personality problem it really is




b) 
If biblical processes for conflict resolution are ignored




c) 
If conflicts are avoided rather than dealt with, and reappear




d) 
If winning, not unity, becomes the goal



4. 
We can serve Christ or self – Philippians 2:3-5


C. 
Disorder – Judges. 21:25 – doing right in own eyes, no followship



1. 
Is it any surprise, the warning – Philippians 2:14; James 4:11


2. 
What is God’s plan? Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet. 5:5 – humble order


D. 
Lack of growth – some falling back in Jerusalem – Hebrews 5:11-12



1. 
Revelation 3:1 – leads to ritual righteousness



2. 
Are questions problems or opportunities?



3. 
Is there fear of the untried?

III. 4 THINGS ABOVE NEED CONVERTING


A. 
Lack of effort into diligence


B. 
Exalting self into serving


C. 
Disorder into followship


D. 
Lack of growth into growth


E.
Ephesians 4:15-16 – what are you supplying for unity? 


F. 
First you must be unified / one with Christ
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