FOUR RULES OF BIBLICAL COMMUNICATION




Ephesians 4:25-32 – The major source of conflict between husbands and wives is a lack of communication.  Same between parents and children, employees and employers.  We’ve had trouble communicating since Genesis 11 and the Tower of Babel.  James 3:2 indicates we all stumble with our tongue.  Therefore, in the interest of being more effective spouses, parents, workers, teachers, and Christians we should put some effort into learning something about communicating.  Is this part of life and godliness?  (2 Peter 1:3).  If so, then let’s go for instruction (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  Four biblical rules of communication from Ephesians 4 would be…

I.  
Verse 25 - BE HONEST



A.  
Greek imperative, a command, “you speak!”





1.  
Half of people are “clamorers,” 






a.  withdrawn from communication, 1 Corinthians 2:11





2.  
Can be no admonishing, correcting, teaching without honesty



B.  Truth is always right, deceit is always wrong – Revelation 21:8





1.  
Honesty is more than not lying 





2.  
It is the presence of truth



C.  There is one kind of truth, many types of dishonesty





1.  
Outright deceit, falsehood





2.  
Conflict between words & tone or body language





3.  
Disguising the message, i.e., “jokes,” jabs, sarcasm





4.  
Concealment – Genesis 31:26-27

II.  
Verses 26-27 - KEEP CURRENT



A.  
Digging up past should be left to archaeology, Philippians 3:13



B. 
Foretelling future belongs to the prophets, Matthew 6:34b



C.  
All that is left is communicating day by day





1.  
Don’t let the sun go down on a problem 










a.  
This is divine direction





2.  
Adding time to anger = 







a. 
resentment, discouragement, bitterness – Hebrews 13:15



D.  
Some problems are not worth keeping. Before I speak...





1.  
Do I have my facts right? Proverbs 18:13





2.  
Should love hide this? 1 Peter 4:8, ie. Is it “sinful”?





3.  
Is my timing right?  Proverbs 15:23





4.  
Is my attitude right?  Ephesians 4:15





5.  
Are my words loving?  Ephesians 4:15





6.  
Have I prayed for help?  Proverbs 3:5

III.  
Verses 29-30; Ephesians 4:15 - ATTACK PROBLEMS, NOT PEOPLE




A.  
Note: unwholesome (corrupt, KJV) vs. edify 








1. 
(tear down vs. build up)




B.  
Unwholesome words






1.  
Attack character (Matthew 5:21-22 – name calling!)






2.  
Hinder growth, rip up, tear down - James 3:5-12






3.  
Grieve the Spirit – Ephesians 4:30




C.  
Edifying words – Colossians 4:5-6






1.  
Show wisdom, have appeal, address solutions

IV.  
Verses 31-33 – ACT, DON’T REACT




A. 
Put off reactions \ natural man defends himself




B. 
Put on action \ We don’t long remain “empty”




C.  
Does it seem hard to learn? 1 Corinthians 10:13






1. 
Not as hard as the way of the transgressor – Proverbs 13:15




D.  
Communicating biblically is one way we please the Lord

1. First communication should be faithful obedience

FOUR RULES OF BIBLICAL COMMUNICATION




Ephesians 4:25-32 – The major source of conflict between husbands and wives is a lack of communication.  Same between parents and children, employees and employers.  Four biblical rules of communication from Ephesians 4 would be…

I.  
Verse 25, BE ________________________



A.  
Greek imperative, a command, “you speak!”





1.  
Withdrawn from communication, 1 Corinthians 2:11



B.  Truth is always ______________, deceit is always ______________ – Revelation 21:8





1.  
Honesty is more than not lying, it is the presence of ___________________



C.  There is one kind of truth, many types of dishonesty





1.

Outright _______________, falsehood





2.  
Conflict between _____________ and  ____________ language





3.  
___________________ the message,   
4.  ____________________ – Genesis 31:26-27

II.  
Verses 26-27, KEEP _______________________



A.  
You’re not an archaeologist, Philippians 3:13, or a prophet, Matthew 6:34b.





1.  
Adding time to anger = resentment, discouragement, bitterness – Hebrews 13:15



B.  
Some problems are not worth keeping. Before I speak...





1.  
Do I have my ________________ right? Proverbs 18:13





2.  
Should _________________ hide this? 1 Peter 4:8,





3.  
Is my _______________ right?  Proverbs 15:23





4.  
Is my ________________ right?  Ephesians 4:15





5.  
Are my words __________________?  Ephesians 4:15





6.  
Have I __________________ for help?  Proverbs 3:5

III.
Verses 29-30, Ephesians 4:15 - ATTACK ___________________, NOT __________________



A.  
Note: unwholesome (corrupt, KJV) vs. __________ 








1. 
(tear down vs. build up)



B. 
Unwholesome words..  Attack _________________ (Matthew 5:21-22 – name calling!)





1.  
Hinder _______________, James 3:5-12,  ___________________ the Spirit – Ephesians 4:30



C.  Edifying words – Colossians 4:5-6 - Show ___________, have appeal, address _____________

IV.
Verses 31-33 – ______________, DON’T ____________________



A. 
Hard to learn? 1 Corinthians 10:13, not as hard as the way of the _______________ – Proverbs 13:15



B.  Communicating biblically is one way we please the Lord

Note: This is a Fill-in-the-Blanks outline that matches the PowerPoint for this lesson.

