3 Goals of The Gospel

(1 Timothy 1:5)


Introduction: There are some words in our language/ culture which are without meaning except in their peculiar context. For example the word “bishop” (elder, shepherd, overseer); or “propitiation” (redeem, purchase, save). “Gospel” is one of those words. Recognizable, but difficult to apply in real life.

I. What Is The “Gospel”?


A) It is not wild eyed, snake handling, rock & roll, unintelligible utterances, etc.


B) It is not health & wealth & a smooth sailing journey to a greased gate.


C) It is “good news” (1 Corinthians 15:1-5a; 1 John 2:1-2; John 3:16).


D) The answer to “missing the mark" (Romans 3:23; 6:23; Ephesians 2:12-13).

II. “Love From a _________  __________” (Good News for Dealing With ____________)


A) Gospel is not a theological treatise on ceremonial rituals – it is life.


B) It is the seed of the gospel planted in our hearts which brings forth true love 



(1 Pet. 1:22-25).



1. Love which seeks the best interest of others.



2. This good news makes us better friends, neighbors, workers, citizens, 


spouses, etc.

III. “A Good _________________” (Good News for Dealing With _________)


A) Fear, depression, worry, anger, bitterness – many find it hard to live with self.


B) Early 1900’s – Fromm, Rogers, May, Maslow began advocating a new gospel.



1. Self esteem/love movement.



2. Still very popular.


C) Self-esteem movement was/is an easy sell because . . . 



1. Most people have inferiority judgments (2 Corinthians 2:10).



2. Secular philosophies minimize sin.



3. Biblical texts have been twisted.



4. Example: Luke 10:27 -Must we love self right in order to love God & neighbor?


D) Gospel points us at a true, lasting value system



1. The Christian’s self worth is found in service (Luke 9:23-25; 2 Cor. 5:15).



2. Leads one to a clear conscience, good self-image




a) Heb. 10:22 –drawing near; 1 Pet. 3:21 –appealing; 1 Pet. 3:16 –keeping




b) Not in material things, weight loss, appearance, prestige, sin (1 Tim. 4:2).

D) “A Sincere ___________” (Good News for Dealing With ________)


A) We are created with a need for God (Eccl. 3:11; Acts 17:26-27).


B) The gospel teaches us  of . . . 



1. Coming to God through Jesus (Acts 4:12; John 12:32; 14:6) . . . 



2. With an obedient faith, sincerely seeking cleansing & renewal (Heb. 5:8-9; 




1 Pet. 1:22).


C) With sincere faith there is a restored relationship (2 Peter 1:3-4).


D) There is all spiritual blessings (Ephesians 1:3; John 10:10).


Conclusion: Let’s understand the word and live in this world the glorious goals of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Answers: Pure heart, others, conscience, self, faith, God.
