2 Peter 1:1-4 - What's Really Important?
I like 2 Timothy. Carries the weight of Paul’s last words and when one is about to die what is really important comes to the top. 2 Peter is like that also.

I. 
Facts about the Letter

A. 
1 Peter written immediately before 64 AD and Nero’s persecution 


B. 
2 Peter penned 64-66 A.D., shortly before his death. 


C. 
3:1- same readership, Gentiles scattered in Asia Minor



1. 
But now persecution has begun, 



2. 
Although this is NOT the focus of his letter.

II. 
Peter Makes His Greetings

A. 
Verse 1- identified as a bond-servant and apostle



1. 
doulos - slave, permanently servile / “servant” too weak



2. 
A slave sent with a message


B. 
Addressed to those allocated a faith of the same value


C. 
Verse 2 - wishes grace/peace multiplied to them in knowledge



1. 
epignosis - more than facts, denotes exact understanding



2. 
True knowledge - keynote word - form used 7 times in 3 chapters

III. Reaffirms the Completeness/Sufficiency of Scripture

A. 
In view of persecution, commissioned message, and



1. 
... exact knowledge bringing grace & peace


B. 
Verse 3 - divine power/power from God has granted...



1. 
...everything to live a Christ-like life and please God



2. 
Through epignosis, exact understanding, like verse 8


C. 
Here is the answer to repeated, continual struggle



1. 
The reason for faithful attendance, excellent Bible class


D. 
Here also is the reason God’s silence is authority



1. 
Revelation 22:18-19; 2 John 9, Addition is disrespect!

IV. And Through the Scriptures, Reaffirms the Relationship

A. 
We know of His personal glory and excellence, by scripture

B. 
We know of his magnificent promises, by the scriptures



1. 
1 John 1:7 - cleansing blood, 



2. 
John 14:2-3 - place prepared, 



3. 
Hebrews 13:5 - never deserted


C. 
Verse 4 - We become partakers/sharers in the divine nature



1. 
Share in HIS reign, love, holiness, purity, relationship


D. 
We’re partakers because we escape/flee from the world



1. 
Worldly corruption is destruction based on lust



2. 
World has a craving for self-destruction, submission to evil


E. 
It is not persecution which Peter focuses on, but relationship



1. 
God’s children are those who explicitly trust His Word



2. 
And know it’s all sufficient and complete



3. 
Scripture establishes our relationship with Jesus



4. 
And encourages us with magnificent promises



4. 
Through an exact and true understanding based on fact


F. 
Where is the focus in your life?
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