WE CAN DO THIS BY CARL MCMURRAY

THIS WEEK WILL BEGIN THE FIRST OF TWO OUTREACH EFFORTS INTO
ANDERSON THAT HAVE LONG BEEN DISCUSSED AND PLANNED. BOTH
ARE LOW KEY EFFORTS BUT BOTH HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO PUT US IN
TOUCH WITH HONEST SEEKERS OF TRUTH.

NUMBER ONE IS A MAIL-OUT OF OUR INTRO DVDs. THESE WILL GO TO
EVERY ADDRESS ON THE SAME CARRIER ROUTE AS OUR NEW BUILDING.
THE INTENT IS TO CONTACT PEOPLE IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA OF OUR
NEW MEETING HOUSE WHO MIGHT HAVE NOTICED THE NEW
CONSTRUCTION. PEOPLE DO WATCH AND READ SIGNS WHEN A NEW
BUILDING IS GOING UP. THIS SHOULD HELP ACQUAINT THEM WITH WHO
IS MOVING INTO THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD, TELL THEM WHERE WE ARE
NOW, AND INVITE THEM TO COME AND VISIT. APPROXIMATELY 460
ADDRESSES WILL RECEIVE A DVD.

THE SECOND IS A NEW-MOVE-IN PROGRAM THAT BEGINS IN FEBRUARY.
NEW-MOVE-INS TO THE AREA WILL RECEIVE AN OVERSIZED WELCOME
CARD WITH A MAP TO BICKLE’S AND AN INVITATION TO COME AND VISIT.
EACH MONTH, WE WILL REFER TO THAT SAME NAME AND ADDRESS LIST
SO THAT WE CAN GO CALL ON THESE FOLKS, LEAVE SOME MATERIALS (A
DVD?), AND PERSONALLY INVITE THEM TO COME CHECK US OUT. Now,
HOW CAN YOU HELP? 3 WAYS SEEM OBVIOUS.

1. YOU CAN PRAY... FOR OPEN DOORS, OPEN HEARTS, GOOD SPIRITS,
GREAT COURAGE, AND OPPORTUNITIES TO GLORIFY OUR SAVIOR IN THIS
TOWN.

2. YOU CAN ViISIT. WE’LL BE MEETING ONCE OR TWICE A MONTH AT
FIRST, TO SHARE THE NAMES OF THESE NEW-MOVE-INS AS WELL AS THE
EXPERIENCES THAT WE’'RE HAVING WHEN CALLING ON THEM. WANT TO
LEARN A NEW TALENT OR EXERCISE AN OLD ONE? PLAN ON SETTING
ASIDE A FEW HOURS EACH MONTH FOR THESE MEETINGS AND TO MAKE
SOME QUICK “WELCOME” VISITS.

3. YOU CAN BE ALERT. IT DOESN’T SEEM REASONABLE THAT FOLKS
WILL RUSH OUT TO VISIT WITH US AS SOON AS THEY RECEIVE A DVD OR
A CARD OR EVEN A VISIT. MOST PEOPLE HAVE TO THINK ABOUT THINGS
FOR AWHILE. MANY HAVE TO WORK UP THEIR COURAGE TO WALK INTO A
HOUSE FULL OF STRANGERS. ONLY A VERY FEW WILL BE LOOKING FOR A
CHURCH FAMILY THIS WEEK AND IMMEDIATELY DECIDE TO GIVE THESE
NEW GUYS A TRY. WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? IT MEANS THAT NEW FACES
ARE LIKELY TO SHOW UP FOR WORSHIP AT ANY SERVICE IN THE COMING
MONTHS, AT ANY TIME. WATCH FOR THEM. GET UP AND GO WELCOME
THEM. HELP THEIR CHILDREN FIND THE RIGHT CLASSROOM. HELP THEM
GET A BULLETIN AND/OR SONGBOOK. POINT OUT THE FREE MATERIALS
ON THE TABLE. INVITE THEM TO SIT WITH YOU OR WARMLY GIVE THEM
YOUR SEAT IF IT’S CROWDED. AND HERE’S THE TOUGHIE... FIND A SEAT
CLOSER TO THE FRONT IN ORDER TO LEAVE THE BACK ROW OPEN.

PRAY, VISIT, AND BE ALERT TO THE FEELINGS OF VISITORS. WE CAN DO
THIS.




