
 

 Due to evolu-
tionary teaching, many 
have been conditioned to 

think that humans and dinosaurs never 
lived together.  Yet, the Bible teaches 
that “everything that creeps on the 
earth” (including dinosaurs) was created 
on the sixth day and man was also cre-
ated on the same day (Genesis 1:24-31).  
Thus, according to the Bible, both man 
and dinosaur lived together for a period 
of time in this earth’s history.   

 If this is the case, the Bible may 
provide some additional evidence.  It is 
true the word “dinosaur” is not used in 
the Bible.  However, just because the 
term “dinosaur” (a word coined in 1841 
by Sir Richard Owens) does not occur 
does not mean we cannot find possible 
dinosaur descriptions.  Two possible 
descriptions exist of dinosaur-like crea-
tures in Job 40 and Job 41.  Interest-
ingly, though the book of Job appears 
later in the Old Testament it is about a 
character who lived during the same 
time period as the patriarchs. 

 The first creature is called 
“behemoth” and is described in Job 
40:15-24.  The second creature is called 
“leviathan” and is described in Job 41.  
Some have tried to claim that the sec-
tion describing “behemoth” refers to an 
elephant or hippopotamus.  Yet, textual 
clues prohibit such an identification. 

 For example, Job 40:16 says 
behemoth’s “strength is in his hips, and 
his power is in his stomach muscles.”  
This does not sound like the soft-bellied 
elephant.  Verse 17 says “his tail is like a 
cedar.”  Does that sound like the puny 
tail of an elephant or hippo?  The honest 
reader will see the similarity to the 
powerful tails of many dinosaurs.  In-
deed, “behemoth” was “the first of the 
ways of God” (40:19).  This indicates 
behemoth’s greatness.  If this were the 
hippo greater creatures could be found. 

 Likewise, some have suggested 
that “leviathan” describes a whale or 
crocodile.  Yet, does a whale have 
“rows of scales” (41:15)?  Is a crocodile 

able to breathe “sparks of fire” or 
“flames” as leviathan is able to do (Job 
41:18-21)?  Is a crocodile’s under-
belly soft and vulnerable or are his 
“unders ides... l ike sharp pot-
sherds” (41:30)?  Finally, is the croco-
dile any more intimidating when he 
“raises himself up” than when he is in 
the water (see Job 41:25)? 

 Some have tried to claim Job 
is referencing mythical creatures.  
Yet, the context describes several 
other real creatures (lions, mountain 
goats, donkeys, oxen, ostriches, 
horses, hawks, eagles, etc.—Job 
38,39).  Second, God’s overall mes-
sage to Job, and the reason He uses 
behemoth and leviathan, is to prove 
He is Almighty and should not be 
questioned (40:1-9).   God’s point is 
moot if He is merely describing a 
mythological creature.  Joshua R Welch 

 Let me know if you would 
like additional material on this subject 
and I’ll refer you to sources.     JRW 
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“FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT” 

LONGSUFFERING 

of Noah.  He does not destroy 
the world in a hot temper, 
but grants the world an op-
portunity for repentance. 

 Similarly, we must 
endure many trials in this life 
(James 1:2-3).  It is highly 
possible  Christians will be 
“persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake” (Matt. 5:10).  How 
should we react to trials?   

 In the Parable of the 
Sower, the seed that fell 
among the stones represents 
“he who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with 
joy; yet he has no root in him-

self, but endures only for a 
while.  For when tribulation 
or persecution arises because 
of the word, immediately he 
stumbles” (Matthew 13:21). 

 The text does not 
say how he “stumbles.”  Per-
haps, this person just quits or 
gets angry and lashes back in 
vengeance at the ungodly 
world.  Such reactions are the 
opposite of longsuffering.  
Ever heard of someone who is 
s h o r t - t emp e r e d ?   A 
“longsuffering” person is long-
tempered hoping that, over 
time, sinners will repent and 
turn to God!    Joshua R. Welch 

 T h e  t e r m 
“longsuffering” is a trait that 
man can learn much about by 
looking at God.  Just prior to 
the destruction of “evil” man-
kind by a global flood, God is 
described as “longsuffering” as 
He waited for Noah to com-
plete the ark to save his family
(1 Peter 3:10). 

 Imagine the suffering 
the antediluvian world must 
have caused God, the Crea-
tor, as the thoughts of man’s 
“heart was only evil continu-
ally” (Genesis 6:5).  Yet, God 
endures the pain as He offers 
a second chance to the family 

“BUT THE 
FRUIT OF THE 
SPIRIT IS…”  
(GALATIANS 
5:22-23). 
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