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 The above seems like a strange statement, does it not? 
Especially in view of the fact that the Lord’s church is made 
up of individuals. Each one is a stone in the temple or a part of 
the body. However, a stone is not a building by itself and a 
body part is not a body is it? And it’s surprising how often 
some forget that sometimes the Lord places responsibilities 
upon the person, and sometimes on the church. 
 
  In Matthew 18:15ff, Jesus said that if your brother sins, go 
to him. The NASV specifically adds “in private.” If he repents 
you have won your brother. If he won’t listen take 2 or 3 
witnesses. If he continues not to listen, then Jesus says, “tell 
it to the church.” Notice here that first it was one, then two 
or three, THEN the church. One was not the church. Three 
was not the church. Only the church IS the church. 
 
  Another passage bearing this out would be 1 Timothy 5:16. 
In this place Paul is telling Timothy that if a widow in need has 
believing family members, those members are to care for their 
elderly one so that “the church is not burdened.” Here we see 
a difference between a believer (who is not the church), 
possibly multiple family members (who are not the church), 
and the church! One is told to step up to the responsibility so 
that the other is not burdened. They are separate and 
distinct. 
 
  These passages should remind us to pay close attention as 
we read God’s Word. Look at the context of the passage. 
Shall the church be a disciplinarian for children, or is that 
responsibility given to parents? Shall the church be a lover 
of wives, or is that a command to husbands? Likewise, in 
Galatians 6:10, is the church to be “doing good unto all men,” 
or is this a command to individuals? In James 1:27, does “visit 
the fatherless and the widows in their affliction” mean for 
the church to build a nursing home, or does it mean that we as 
individuals should be assisting one another? Does 1 Peter 4:9 
where we are told to “be hospitable to one another without 
complaint” mean that the church should pay for a dinner, or 
should I open my home?  
 
  A great many issues like those above as well as the 
woman’s head covering in 1 Corinthians 11, or women 
speaking in an assembly like the one in 1 Corinthians 14, 
would not be issues at all if we were to slow down and 
examine the context. Who is speaking? To whom? About what? 
In what regard? Not every command of God is for everyone in 
every time. And personal responsibilities cannot be fulfilled 
by sitting back and letting the church act on our behalf. As 
we read and study, let’s try and determine what our Lord 
really wants for us to know and do. God bless your efforts. 


