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FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

“SELF-CONTROL?”

The final “fruit of the Spirit”
listed in Galatians 5:22-23 includes
“self-control” or “temperance.” We
may ascertain the meaning of this
word by meditating upon a Bible ex-
ample where the term is used.

Paul was arrested by the
leading Jews in Jerusalem and tried.
As he stood before Felix, who married
into the Herod family, he “reasoned
about righteousness, self-control, and
the judgment to come...” (Acts 24:25).

Felix was not a man known

third wife and he seduced her from
her previous husband. Felix, two years
after this trial, was removed from his
position as governor for ordering the
brutal murder and looting of the
houses of thousands of wealthy Jews.
Self-control was not Felix’s strong suit.

So, as Paul preaches about
“self-control” Felix is afraid and trem-
bles (Acts 24:25). “Self-control” is
defined as “the virtue of one who mas-
ters his desires and passions, espe-
cially his sensual appetites” (Thayer).
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sexual desires. If he had,

they would have been re-
stricted to his first mar-
riage (Hebrews 13:4; 1
Corinthians 7:9). He had
not tempered his anger for
he allowed it to carry over
into brutal violence. He
even imprisoned Paul longer than
justice deserved due to his own insa-
tiable greed (Acts 24:26).

We must control our desires
by acting on them only in the ways

for his self-control.

Drusilla was his

God allows.

Felix had not mastered his

WHY MY FAMILY NEEDS THE BIBLE

Most of humanity has
three major questions in life.
Where did | come from?
Where am | going? Why am |
here? The third may only be
sufficiently answered after we
have answered the first two.
Once we solve the question of
origins and hope we will be
able to better identify our pur-
pose—serving our Creator and
Judge as Lord.

Sadly, many are
growing up today without a
sense of purpose. Ask an un-
believer today, “What is your
purpose in life?” and watch
how most will fumble around
searching for an intelligent
answer. They do not know.
Some will admit it, others will
avoid the question completely
or give a philosophically self-
ish, “survival of the fittest”
type of answer.

So, what is your pur-
pose? Is it just to make as
much money as you can be-
fore you die so you can leave it
to others when you die? Is

PURPOSE

your purpose in life to just
work as hard as possible so
you can, maybe, enjoy a short
vacation or short-lived retire-
ment before life is over? Is
your purpose here to just do
whatever makes you happy?

To properly under-
stand the purpose of some-
thing we must consult the one
who created it. Why did Edi-
son invent the light bulb?
What did he expect its function
to be? Why did Bell invent the
telephone? What purpose did
he have for it? Why did Al
Gore invent the Internet (just
kidding)?  Seriously though,
why did God, our Creator, put
us here on earth? Did he do
so with no real expectations,
purpose or guide for our lives?
Were we put here to just figure
it out for ourselves? If so,
what a cruel God!

If you read the Bible,
you can ascertain a better idea
about God’s purpose for you in
this life. Colossians 1:16 says,
“For by Him all things (that's

you) were created that are in
heaven and that are on earth,
visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or princi-
palities or powers. All things
(that's you) were created
through Him and for Him.”

According to this pas-
sage, you were created to serve
God in this life. At some pointin
time, we have all rejected this
special purpose and sinned
(Romans 3:23). Yet, Jesus re-
deemed us with His blood so
that we might once again fulfill
God’s purpose for us in serving
Him. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20
says, “...do you not know that
your body is the temple of the
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom
you have from God, and you are
not your own? For you were
bought at a price; therefore
glorify God in your body and in
your spirit, which are God’s.”

Without the Bible,
figuring out your purpose in life
is mere guesswork. With God’s
Word, our identity and purpose
become more clear. JRW
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